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THE EDITOR'S DIARY. 



Monday, April 29. A Galaxy of Spinsters. 

We herewith make brief replies to the following interesting 
communications from obdurate women who persist in thwarting 
the clearly denned plans of their Creator. 

Sir, — You say, " Why not tax old maids?" It has long been an axiom 
in our land of the free that taxation without representation is tyranny; 
and although it is not unlike man to gire woman cause to call him % 
tyrant, it is more short-sighted than usual in him to allow her such 
excellent proof of the truth of the accusation. Why not tax bachelors T 
You say, " There was never yet a woman who could not marry, as she 
should, if she would," but you hare been discreetly silent regarding 
the men. They are not so numerous as women, and so have all the more 
chance to find mates "as they should, if they would." What keeps a 
man from marrying? Possibly because he cannot find the woman he 
wants, or some one else has found her first; perhaps because he is too 
selfish (or unselfish) to ask a woman to share his life; not improbably 
because he profits by his friends' experience. We contend the same 
reasons would make a woman " look before she leaped." 

You say it is only necessary to be a woman to win a man; but you 
add, " some man." Possibly the woman may prefer spinsterhood to 
wifehood with " some man." The average woman does not always stop 
to consider whether she is fulfilling her destiny any more than does the 
average man. 

You say that Eve, without being rich, beautiful or clever, managed 
to captivate Adam. But was Adam any richer, any better to look 
upon or any less stupid than poor Eve? And is it likely that they 
would have mated had there been any other men or women on the earth? 
Or would not Eve have considered matrimony longer and more hesita- 
tingly had she realized all that it entailed? 

You say that spinsterhood is purely a voluntary condition. I beg 
to differ. It is merely the lesser of two evils. If a woman finds a man 
she can love and respect, she will choose matrimony every time; but 
is it not better to be sorry (if sorry one must be) because one is not 
married than because one is? So the spinster argues. 

Why an " old maid " should " humbly recognize the ignominy of her 
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position" any more than a bachelor should I cannot understand. Her 
position, according to you, is a voluntary one; why, then, ignominious! 
But even if, as I hold is the case, she chooses to remain a spinster 
merely because it is less bad than marrying a man who is not for her 
the man, I cannot see why her position is ignominious. Surely, she 
deserves more credit than the woman who marries for money, for a 
home, or " to fulfil her destiny." Nowadays, the average " old maid " 
is not a "burden upon patient relatives"; for if she is not financially 
independent, she courageously shoulders the burden of earning her own 
living. Naturally, the "old maid" is more exacting than the matron; 
if this were not so she would probably have married. But that she 
is petulant, contemptuous of children, and only in rare exceptions 
kindly disposed toward animals, is open to dispute. It is the nature 
of the woman rather than her environment which makes her petulant; 
rarely is the " old maid " contemptuous of children ; usually the com- 
plaint is that, having none of her own, she is entirely too interested 
in those of her neighbors. The statement that she dislikes animals 
more than other women is groundless, for many stray dogs, homeless 
cats, and abused horses find a protector in her rather than in the matron 
who is more busily employed. Decorous behavior is, I have found, still 
extant among " old maids " ; and if the Puritanic primness has disap- 
peared, it has been replaced not by a resentment against conventions, 
but by an independence of spirit rather than actions, which by rights 
belongs to those who have the courage of their convictions, as have 
spinsters in one direction, at least. 

Lastly, since there are more women than men in this world of ours, 
I fail to see how you will dispose of the remaining women after all 
the men have mated. When you kindly tell how this is to be done we 
may consider the taxation of spinsters, not before. 

I am, sir, 

D. H. W., spinster. 

Gainesville, Florida. 

Our correspondent fails to recognize the fundamental truth 
that the few men who succeed in evading matrimony are actuated, 
not by selfishness, but by fear. We have already patiently ex- 
plained that the spinster's position is ignominious lectmse it is 
assumed voluntarily; it is the man who, if wanted, cannot escape. 
Adam was an ass, of course, but patently helpless in common with 
each of his male descendants; apparently it was a small garden, 
and he could neither hide nor get away. Moreover, it is a horrify- 
ing thought, which we occasionally contemplate with serious dis- 
satisfaction, that history fails to record that our first parents 
were ever properly married at all, and that, consequently, from 
the high moral standards of the present day, we are all illegiti- 
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mate offspring of an irregular alliance. The most desirable 
method of disposing of superfluous females is truly a subject 
worthy of serious consideration. Possibly a solution might be 
found in the Yale professor's conclusion that polygamy affords 
the only effective remedy for race suicide. 



Sib, — Your article on taxing spinsters so persistently haunts me that 
I cannot resist the temptation to try to defend myself and other un- 
fortunate (?) women belonging to my class. 

You say we enjoy all the advantages of civilization, which is quite 
true; but that we make no adequate return I must differ from you. 
Such noble examples as Frances Willard, Florence Nightingale, Jane 
Addams, and others too numerous to mention refute this charge. 

You say our possessions are only made to yield a " slight "(?) con- 
tribution to the common fund. 

Wrong again. My taxes are much higher than my man neighbor's, 
though his house is much more expensive in every way than mine. 
My personal-property tax is also equal to that of the next to the richest 
man in town, which is absurd. When I called the attention of the 
assessor to the figures, he said it was because I had no vote. Yet 
"taxation without representation is tyranny." I do not care to vote; 
I am no politician; but I should like to be exempt from taxes if I 
cannot at least be assessed »n the same scale as my neighbor. 

I have seen few unmarried women that were burdens on their rela- 
tives. Spinsters have a great many of the cares ef married life without 
any of its joys. I will be personal. For illustration, I am a high-school 
and college graduate; can sew, knit, paint; have been soloist in the 
church choir, having a clear soprano voice; can cook anything, bake 
anything, make butter, candles, soap ; I have all the old-fashioned virtues 
which were taught to me. I can also embroider nicely, and have done 
lace-making. I make my own hats and some for my friends. I worked 
as bookkeeper and stenographer in an office for the same men for five 
years. During this time I was called to take charge of my little niece 
six hours old and my nephew one day old, and I have been with them in 
all their little sicknesses during their lifetime. My sister married, 
eighteen years ago, a wealthy farmer. She was then a young school- 
teacher of twenty-three. The match seemed a desirable one. I never 
have received any remuneration for work done in her home. The hus- 
band is land-crazy, and a mean man. She has to ask for money, and 
account for every penny she spends. He goes to town, buys tobacco 
and whatever else he likes, and returns when he gets ready. I practi- 
cally clothe her and the children, as I buy the material and make their 
clothes, and get my money back in dribs of one dollar and less, as she 
can sell a few eggs or chickens. The world thinks she has done so 
well; but I, who know him, would not take that overbearing brute and 
live with him if he had all the farms in the United States. 
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I deny that women can marry " as they should, if they would." I 
have had three proposals, but I should have hated myself for being 
sold as a slave, for that is what marriage without love would mean for 
me. I am sensitive and refined, not beautiful or homely. There are 
thousands just like me all around you. There are not enough good men 
to go around, and there are too many clinging vines. 

Old maids are born, not made. I love children, and can enter into 
their pleasures, plans and pains more readily than most of their 
mothers. I like women, and get along beautifully with the old ladies; 
they frequently try to think of some one good enough for me. But as 
long as I can work I am satisfied. I do my share to make the com- 
munity self-supporting, self-respecting, and God-loving. 

I am, sir, 

Youb Unknown Fbiend. 

Illinois. 

Since our prosperous Unknown Friend is not willing to vote, 
what right has she to complain of the acts of those chosen by 
others to fill public positions? It is idle to hark back to "no 
taxation without representation," while refusing to represent even 
oneself. And why, in conscience, deny our primary assertion that 
every woman can marry if she will, and with the next breath con- 
fess to three proposals brazenly and inhumanly rejected? To 
enter voluntarily a state of slavery is clearly unwise, but in this 
case of one for whom all of the old ladies in the neighborhood 
have been unable to find a worthy mate, we venture to suspect 
that the other party to the contract, had there been one, would 
have discovered very quickly that marriage does not invariably in- 
volve subjection of the female. 



Sib, — Your "Diary" is delightful, and the letters you are publishing 
are intensely amusing. Being a spinster, I cannot keep out of the row 
— so here's a suggestion: 

Why not compel each spinster, bachelor and divorcee to become per- 
sonally responsible for the care and education of a child laborer? For 
unmarried folks to have a living, growing interest outside of themselves 
is a great thing. This is a poor substitute for real parentage. All 
women should be, and can be, mothers (or so it seems to some of us) ; 
but how much do we really know about it? To tax them for not mar- 
rying would simply be another incentive for women to tell fairy-tales 
about their ages. 

You mention several books with German titles on sex propagation. 
Are these published in English? If so, where can I buy them? Thank- 
ing you for the pleasure your " Diary " gives me, 

I am, sir, D. B. J. 

Fobt Smith, Arkansas. 
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No spinster or bachelor is competent to train up a child in the 
way he should go; divorcees do not interest us. 



SrB, — The satirical way in which you wave aside as over-squeamish 
the demand of a correspondent that a man be " good " and " honest " 
if he is to recommend himself to a good woman in marriage, arouses me 
to protest. The subject is not one for flippancy; it lies at the root of 
society. Deeper than any other social question lies this one of the right 
kind of fatherhood and motherhood for the race. 

Some of the best women I have known, some of those best fitted for 
motherhood, have either, by their own confession, remained wholly un- 
noticed by men, or from fine pure motives refused to join their lives 
to men who could not make good fathers to their children. When 
every woman will insist on the goodness and honesty that you dismiss- 
so lightly as unobtainable, we shall begin to raise a race of which we r 
can be proud; and until that time comes, long hence (<but you, Mr.- 
Editor, can help it to be shorter), we shall have to continue to b* 
ashamed of our race, male and female. 

There is in every large-souled woman an innate motherhood, a spirit' 
ual motherhood, that must somehow find its outlet. The opportunity 
for marriage, advantageous or ordinary, by no means comes to every 
woman of this type; such women are, on the whole, less attractive to 
men than their shallower sisters; and this is natural, since the world 
holds more shallow men than fine spiritual men. Such women will 
lavish their love on the children of those parents who lightly and care- 
lessly propagate the race; and they need not grieve too deeply when 
the world of males fails to appreciate them. To Borne of them life is 
one long, sore lack. But I think it need not be so. The God who plants 
in a woman the craving for children can also show her that the mere 
physical maternity is but the shadow of real motherhood. From the 
latter, no accident of circumstance can cut her off. Her love will over- 
flow the barriers of family that sometimes narrow a woman's useful' 
ness; children not her own will rise up and call her blessed; and in 
their love there will be no touch of anything mechanical; it will be the 1 
pure devotion of a love that she has earned by her own intrinsic worth. 

Do you not understand, Mr. Editor? Do you not see that spinsters' 
of this kind are one of society's valuable assets, indispensable so long*: 
as marriage and family ideals continue to be so ignoble as they are' 
at present? You should neither slur nor tax; you should reward! 

I am, sir, 

Peace Dale, Rhode Island. jj. e. D. 

The spinster, however large-souled, more often does harm than- 
good when she undertakes the upbringing of other people's chil- 
dren, whose natures she cannot understand, and whose actual' 
needs she cannot appreciate. She would much better marry a' 
bad man and reform him. 
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Sib, — Your ironical " Diary " entries concerning spinsters have been 
very interesting to me — naturally so, as I am a member of the reprehen- 
sible ( ? ) class. But I disapprove of your sentiment when you say that 
a man may remain single because he cannot get the woman he wants, 
but that a woman shall marry whether or no. Is she to have no 
choice? Or is she simply to take "O Lord, anybody for a husband"? 
Perhaps some other woman has the man who " might have been " her 
choice. Or shall she torture her sensibilities by taking some one who 
might be more acceptable to some other woman? Far worse than not 
having the man one wants, is having a man one does not want. 

Her presence in greater numbers is but a provision of Nature to 
guard against the supply being unequal to the demand. 

And what would the world do without its superfluous women? Who 
else would take a disinterested interest in other people's children? Who 
would teach them from first primary to grammar At To whom would 
nieces and nephews look for comfort and sympathy were it not for the 
" old maid auntie " ? And not for that only, but for the ultimate 
legacy which parents are often too heavily taxed to give them? 

So, please, do not impose an additional tax on old maids. 

I am, sir, I. L. V. 

New Holland, Ohio. 

Surely she should take him whom the Lord sends; any con- 
trary suggestion is irreverent; besides, those whom He withholds 
are not available. 



